EXCURSIONS  BY  CAR
Sant’Ambrogio and Cefalù are located in convenient positions for visiting important historical sites, towns and the natural beauty of  inland Sicily by car:

MADONIE MOUNTAINS  with its MEDIEVAL TOWNS -  3 hours driving
Cefalù – Pollina – Castelbuono – Geraci Siculo – Petralia Soprana/Sottana – Piano Battaglia – Isnello – Gilbimanna – Cefalù.
Driving Route:    From Cefalù -Pollina take the SS113 coast road towards Finale for 4.8km then turn right onto the SP25 up to Pollina.   From Pollina-Castelbuono take the SP25 direction Castelbuono for 5.2km and then turn left onto the SS286 to Castelbuono.   Castelbuono-Geraci Siculo  Take the SS286 to Geraci Siculo.   Geraci-Piano Battaglia  Out of Geraci on the SS286 towards Petralia Sottana.  Pick up the SS120 direction Petralia until the SP54/Strada Provinciale to Piano Battaglia.   Piano Battaglia-Isnello. Go north east on the SP54 picking up the SP113 for 2km.   Return to the SP54 until you pick up SP9 to Isnello.   Isnello-Gibilmanna  Follow the signs for Gibilmanna/Cefalù on the SP15.   Gibilmanna-Cefalù   SP15/SP54bis following signs to Cefalù
ART in the NEBRODI MOUNTAINS – 3 hours driving
Discover the Nebrodi mountains and at the same visit the Sculptures of the Parco Fiumara d’Arte-
Cefalù –Tusa Marina – Castel di Tusa –Motta d’Affermo - Pettineo– Castel di Lucio – Mistretta – Reitano – S. Stefano di Camastra.
I recommend the tour at 12.00 noon of the Hotel/Museum Atelier, in Tusa Marina which includes  visiting the bedrooms which are all unique in that they have been designed by a world famous contemporary artist.  Literally every one is a “work of art”. 
Driving Route:    Cefalù- Tusa Marina   Take the coast road SS113 all the way or pick up the A20 motorway to Messina exit:  Tusa.   Tusa Marina - Castel di Tusa.   Continue on the SS113 towards Messina until the right hand turn on the SP177 up to Castel di Tusa in the mountains.   Castel di Tusa-Motta d’Affermo.   Go back down to Tusa Marina and pick up the SS113 coast road, direction Messina, again for 4 kms then take a right hand turn into Contrada Villa Piana to Motta d’Affermo .  Motta d’Affermo -Pettineo  Take the SP173 direction Pettineo.   Pettineo-Castel di Lucio.    Take the SP176 direction Castel di Lucio.   Castel di Lucio-Mistretta  Continue on the SP176 towards Mistretta.   Mistretta-Reitano  Take the SS117 towards Reitano.   Reitano-S.Stefano  Continue on the SS117 down to the coast road SS113 turning right into Santo Stefano.  S.Stefano-Cefalù   Return on the SS113 coast road or pick up the Motorway A20 (toll paying) and exit Castelbuono/Pollina for Sant’Ambrogio or next exit Cefalù.
THE WEST COAST -  6 hours driving 
Visiting Greek temples, the historical hilltop town of Erice, the magnificent coastline of Scopello:
Cefalù –  Segesta – Scopello – Erice – Cefalù
Driving Route:   Cefalù-Segesta    Take Autostrada A20 towards Palermo (toll paying), then the A19, direction Palermo.   Following this road through the city and out the other side eventually picking up the A29, direction Trapani/Mazara del Vallo.   Take exit A29dir towards Trapani and then the exit for Segesta.   At the roundabout take the SP57 towards Segesta.    Segesta-Scopello     Proceed west along the SP57 picking up the SP68 direction Scopello/Castellammare del Golfo.   Eventually pick up the SP23 and SP2 into Scopello.   Scopello-Erice    Proceed west on the SP63bis and pick up the SS187 to Erice.   Erice-Cefalù   Follow the green autostrada signs to pick up the A29dir and A29 direction Palermo/Mazara del Vallo.   Take exit A29 Palermo/Mazara del Vallo, direction Palermo.   Back into the city and out the other side picking up the A19 towards Catania but later taking the A20 towards Messina (toll paying).   Exit at Cefalù
 To ENNA (navel of Sicily) and the ROMAN VILLA of PIAZZA AMERINA – 6 hours  driving
Cefalù – Enna – Piazza Armerina  – Cefalù

Driving Route:    Cefalù-Enna  Take the A20 autostrada towards Palermo (toll paying) and then A19 towards Catania.   Exit at Enna.   Enna-Piazza Armerina   Follow signs to Piazza Armerina picking up the SS117bis all the way.   Piazza Armerina-Cefalù    Follow green autostrada signs to pick up the A19 direction Palermo and later the A20 (toll paying) direction Messina, exiting at Cefalù.
To MT ETNA and TAORMINA- 7 hours driving 
Cefalù – Capo d’Orlando – Tortorici – Randazzo – Alcantara – Francavilla – Giardini Naxos – Taormina. Return via the motorway Messina – Palermo.
Driving Route:    Cefalù-Capo d’Orlando   Take the A20 autostrada (toll paying) towards Messina, exiting at Capo d’Orlando.   Capo d’Orlando-Tortorici    Going south-west pick up the SS113 coast road towards Palermo and then turn left onto the SP155 direction Tortorici.   Tortorici-Randazzo  Going east on the SP157 and then picking up the SP152 to Randazzo.   Randazzo- Gole dell’ Alcantara   From Randazzo go east along the SS120 for 8 kms then turning left into the SP7-III and then the SP1.   Turn left onto the SS185 which takes you to the gorge of Alcantara.   Alcantara-Francavilla Go south  along the SS185 for 20 mins to Francavilla.   Francavilla-Giardini Naxos   Go south along the SS185 for 17 kms then turn right onto the SS114 into Giardini Naxos.   Giardini Naxos-Taormina   Follow the signs up to Taormina.   Taormina-Cefalù   Take the A18 towards Messina (toll paying), picking up the A20 (toll paying), direction Palermo, exiting Cefalù.
To the VALLEY of the TEMPLES in AGRIGENTO – 6 hours driving
Driving from the north coast through the centre passing Corleone – Palazzo Adriano (where Cinema Paradiso was filmed) – Sciacca – Agrigento.  Return route Caltanisetta –Cefalù.(motorway)
Driving Route:   Cefalù-Corleone  Take the  A20/A19  autostrada towards Palermo.   Exit at Villabate and pick up the SS121 towards Agrigento then exit Corleone/Marineo/Bolognetta and pick up the SS118 which will join up with SP80 which will take you into Corleone.   Corleone-Palazzo Adriano  Go east on the SS188 which takes you directly to Palazzo Adriano.   Palazzo Adriano-Sciacca  Go north east and continue to follow the SS188.   Follow on the SS386 picking up the SP19 and SP37 which will take you into Sciacca.   Sciacca-Agrigento   Go south east picking up the SS115 and follow the signs into Agrigento.   Agrigento-Caltanisetta   Go east and pick up the SS640  to Caltanisetta.   Caltanisetta-Cefalù   Follow green autostrada signs to the A19 direction Palermo.   Exit after about 64kms onto the A20 towards to Messina.   Exit Cefalù   
